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For nearly two generations, this translation of the Tao Te Ching has been the standard for those

seeking access to the wisdom of Taoist thought. Now Jane English and her long-time editor,

Toinette Lippe, have refreshed and revised the translation, so that it more faithfully reflects the

Classical Chinese in which it was first written, while taking into account changes in our own

language and eliminating any lingering infelicities. This beautiful oversized edition features over a

hundred new photographs by Jane English that help express the vast spirit of the Tao. Also

included is an introduction by the well-known writer and scholar of philosophy and comparative

religion, Jacob Needleman.Â Lao Tsuâ€™s philosophy is simple: Accept what is in front of you

without wanting the situation to be other than it is. Study the natural order of things and work with it

rather than against it, for to try to change what is only sets up resistance. Nature provides

everything without requiring payment or thanks. It does so without discrimination. So let us present

the same face to everyone and treat them all as equals, however they may behave. If we watch

carefully, we will see that work proceeds more quickly and easily if we stop "trying," if we stop

putting in so much extra effort, if we stop looking for results. In the clarity of a still and open mind,

truth will be reflected. Teâ€”which may be translated as "virtue" or "strength"â€”lies always in Tao

meaning "the way" or "natural law." In other words: Simply be.
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Tao Te Ching is ancient, now a couple of millenia in print. Stephen Mitchell has not translated this



classic, but rather has paraphrased it -- as he admits in the Foreward. But he is a Zen student of a

couple of decades and has good insight into the Zen of the Tao (Zen Buddhism is Buddhism heavily

dosed with Taoism).Mitchell's version of the Tao Te Ching is very, even extremely, modern.

Perhaps to the point of being "politically correct." However, he does have a way with words and this

is a very readable version of the Tao. To show how modern it is, let's take an example and compare

his version of the beginning of chapter 46 with two other versions:- Mitchell"When a country is in

harmony with the Tao,the factories make trucks and tractors.When a country goes counter to the

Tao,warheads are stockpiled outside the cities."- Victor Mair"When the Way prevails under

heaven,swift horses are relegated to fertilizing fields.When the Way does not prevail under

heaven,war-horses breed in the suburbs."- Addiss & Lombardo"With TAO under heavenStray

horses fertilze the fields.Without TAO under heaven,Warhorses are bred at the frontier."Obviously,

there were no factories, trucks, tractors, or warheads in ancient China. So, Mitchell is providing a

modern interpretation of the Tao Te Ching, while Mair as well as Addiss & Lombardo are closer to a

literal translation (which is not possible however, because the Chinese language and the English

language are so completely different from one another.)None of this is to find fault with Stephen

Mitchell. This is just to say that his book cannot be definitive, because it is less literal and not really

a translation.
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